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Mesons are named from the Greek “mesos)

ud

eaning “middle”, because they are between
protons and electrons in mass. Mesons ag€ part of the hadron particle family and are defined
simply as particles composed of a quar}fand an antiquark bound together by the strong
nuclear force. All mesons are unstablg with the longest lived lasting for just under a second.

They can carry an electric charge of —1, 0, or +1. Some examples of mesons are shown in
Figure 3. The first meson is called ion (t*) and is shown in Figure 3A. It is made up of an
up quark and an antidown quarK Jand has a net electric charge of +1e. In this example the
colours are red and antired (cyan), which add to white when combined. This is called colour

neutral (white); all composite particles must be colour neutral.




